
 
I have filled in a few ideas… do a few of your own for your city. 
 
What interests 
people? / their 
predicament 

How would Jesus 
approach these 
people? 

Where would 
these people 
most easily be 
reached? 

The Economy & 
their jobs 
 

  

Debt 
 
 

  

Their Children 
 
 

  

Coping with 
Illnesses 
 

  

Football Club 
 
 

  

Loneliness 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 
Quotes from last Saturday: 
“It’s time to break down the barriers and put up the bridges” Cecil 
Stewart 
“Moses no longer heard the bleating of the sheep, but the cry of 
the afflicted” David Chaudhary 
“When Jesus went to the demoniac, he only had one person on 
his mind, and he didn’t even live in a house” 

…from the house to the field! 
 
Cf. The Official Opening of the Outdoor Environmental 
Classroom and Adventure Playground at Denamona Primary 
School, Fintona, N. Ireland 
The Principal said, “We want every child to experience the world 
beyond the classroom…. It is outside the classroom that muscle 
strength and imagination are developed!” 
“The best kept classroom and the richest cupboard are roofed 
only by the sky.” Margaret McMillan 1925 
“Indoors and outdoors need to be viewed as one combined and 
integrated environment.” Helen Bilton 
 
 



A big Question! 
What would make someone come to church today? 
Perhaps a sense of need?  
The number one reason will be because they know you. 
But how do they get to know you – they will have to meet you in 
some context. 
What makes people talk to me? 
Usually something to do with travel, or some country. 
Cf Church in S. Texas in the drive thru’ culture. 
“We will tell ‘them’, we will stand up for our rights!” The problem 
is that they will never meet ‘them’! 
 
Missions are one way to engage people.  
Cf. Several years ago, Farm4Life & HCCIreland.com were 
recognised by their community because of their work overseas. 
 

 
 
Dr James Engel, director of the Billy Graham graduate 
programme in communications at the Wheaton College Graduate 

School, has given us a model of the spiritual decision-making 
process 
 
This has shown us the process involved and it is different today 
in our secular society. 
We might start the scale today at a level of antagonism to God, 
perhaps -10; -8 might be when that person meets a Christian 
who is nice to them. Perhaps they cried out to God in a time of 
need and it brought them closer. Eventually they meet a 
Christian who tells them of the need of a Saviour and they give 
their life to Christ.  
 
The problem is when we, as a church, concentrate on the last 
little part, where the person meets with Christ. PTL when people 
raise their hand to meet Jesus, but that is such a small 
percentage that we will never reach our town or city. 
 
The city will not come to the house, therefore we need to go to 
the city. What are people interested in today? 
 
John 4 – the story of the woman from Samaria 
Vs.9 presents the problem “You are a Jew & I am a Samaritan!” 
Therefore we are not even on the same page 
Jesus said, “If you only knew.” She replied, “You have nothing!” 
 
Jesus then concentrates on her need for water – “I who speak to 
you am he.” 
 
Verse 27 Just then the disciples returned. “Hey Jesus, we’ve just 
got Sunday sorted!” They never engaged with the woman.  
They were surprised and urge Jesus to eat something. 
Verse 34 Jesus addresses the disciples 
Verse 35 “Open your eyes and look at the fields, they are ripe for 
harvest!” 
Verse 8 his disciples had missed all of this! 


